American History
Lesson 12: April 7th 2020

Learning Target: Students should be able to explain the
rise and fall of Senator Joseph McCarthy following the rise of
the new Communist regime in China and the United States

entering the Korean War and how it changed public opinion in
the United States.



Warm Up:

On a piece of paper students need to write down their answer to the following
Warm Up question after looking at the three posters on the following slide.

How do these United States political posters instill fear into
Americans about Communism?



__ CZECHO-
B | SLOVAKIA

 AMERICA UNDER COMMUNISM! CHINA @ 5. R T

INTOLERANCE, CULTURAL GREED, AND DELUSIONS OF SUPERIORITY,
AND CUTTING A WIDE SWATH OF WAR, DEATH, DEVASTATION, DISEASE, AND HUMAN MISERY ABROAD.




Lesson Activity: Watch the two short videos
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CLIP | “HAVE YOU NO DECENCY?”



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=svUyYzzv6VI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fnsJkdW8BfI

Practice: On a piece of paper or typed write down
the answers to the questions after watching both

videos in their entirety.

Questions to Consider

1.  How did the rise of Communism in China 2. Were the actions by Senator Joseph
and the start of the Korean War help to McCarthy an infringement on the Constitutional
instill fear in the minds of citizens of the Rights of U.S. citizens or were his actions

United States? justified in an attempt to protect the U.S.?
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Reflection

Use this lesson to think about how Joseph
McCarthy shaped how many Americans felt
about Communism when start getting into the
Cold War era.



